
 

THE CARDINAL CONNECTION  

November-December 2017
 

Editors: Elizabeth Akins, Emily Ellis, Hannah Farrell, Megan Wemett, Jacob Whiting 
Teacher: Mrs. Janeé Prevost 

Lyric of the Month: “A very Merry Christmas- and a happy new year. Let’s hope it's a 
good one - without any fear.” ~John Lennon  

Quote of the Month: “The best way to spread Christmas cheer is singing loud for all to 
hear.”- Buddy the Elf  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
National Honor Society         The Class of 2019’s Junior Prom theme is…

Congrats to the following students for         Bright Lights Big City! 
being inducted on November 16th!   
Aidan Barnes   
Gavin Gadway  
Elizabeth Gusek 
James LaMotte 
Tanner Lunt 
Sarah Paige 
Patrick Ward 

  
 
Student Highlights 
On Tuesday, November 21st, the middle school students attended a showing of  Wonder at 
Regal Theaters. The film was based off of the heart wrenching, impactful novel by R.J. Palacio. 
Palacio stated that she wrote the novel based off an experience she had with a girl who had a 
facial deformity. Palacio started writing with the hope that her story could inspire parents and 
children alike.  
Four journalism students joined the middle school students. They interviewed the middle 
school students about the film and were assigned to write a movie review. The middle school 
students also participated in several post-movie activities that focused on kindness and 
discussed the theme - “Don’t judge a book by its cover.” It was definitely a great middle school 
activity filled with laughter, popcorn, and a great message for all to witness. We hope to 
continue this tradition every year!  
 
 
Journalism Student Overview and Reviews 
Emily Ellis - The film depicts the excitement and nervousness of Auggie’s nurturing and 
accepting family as he is sent off to face one of life’s biggest challenges, middle school. The 



film does a superb job of developing Auggie’s character throughout the year, from innocent 
and alone, to hopeful and confident. Auggie is able to overcome his fears and develop strong 
relationships with friends who are willing to stand up for Auggie, which is shown several times 
throughout the film. Auggie Pullman is for sure to leave a mark on your heart and give you a 
different perspective on life. (Don’t forget your kleenex!) 
 
Hannah Farrell - I had not previously read the book, I had only heard that it was supposed to 
be a good movie and a “tear jerker.” However, the movie was more than just the life of a boy 
with a face deformity. The movie focused on the personal lives of all the characters, proving 
that we all have our own personal struggles in life. Throughout the movie we learn that you 
truly cannot judge someone based on their physical appearance. I would say that this movie 
was very powerful and it portrays a very strong message to anyone who watches it.   
 
Megan Wemett - Auggie is greeted into a very open environment at his new school with 
inspirational teachers and mostly accepting students. The film is very genuine and speaks of 
many things everyone should learn from. It portrays very vivid bullies and creates a lot of 
sympathy for Auggie. Although he is immediately picked on at his new school,  he also makes 
some friends that teach him and the audience many important lessons. The movie also has 
some comedic relief that accompanies many dramatic scenes.  
 
Feedback from middle school students 

● Gavin Bennett said, “I really liked the movie and it was very accurate to the book. I 
didn’t think Auggie looked that bad, so I don’t understand why people were so mean to 
him.”  

● Kayleigh Hardy said, “Auggie was such a nice kid and nice to everyone, no matter how 
bad they treated him.” 

● Alejandro Stowhas said, “I thought the movie was really funny and I really liked it. I’m 
glad I had an opportunity to watch the movie.” 

● Brooke Wright said, “I really liked the movie, it was nice to see Auggie make friends 
even though it seemed like it was going to be hard for him.” 

● Ben Cusson said, “I was so excited to see the movie, I just really wish I would've read 
the book!” 

● William Anderson said, “I loved the movie. When Jack punched Julian and stood up for 
Auggie, I knew that they were true friends.” 

● Luke Farrell said, “On a scale of 1-10 I’d give it an 11. I really enjoyed the movie. 
● Edgardo Cordero said, “It was good and sad because kids laughed at Auggie. I liked the 

ending because everyone accepted him for who he was.” 
● Isabelle Willis said, “I really liked the movie even though I never read the book. It was 

awesome. I loved when they were watching Dirty Dancing because I love that movie 
too!” 

  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 



Members of the Girls Varsity basketball team are helping to spread Christmas cheer and are 
volunteering their time during the month of December to collect money for The Salvation 
Army.  
________________________________________________________ 
 
Gavin Gadway has been playing the National Anthem on his 
electric guitar for the home basketball games! 
 
 

__________________________________________________
_ 
 
Mrs. Cleveland’s class is also spreading an act of kindness to the Veterans. They have made 9 
different kinds of jars, 5 cookies and 4 brownies, during their 2nd annual “Christmas Give 
Back.” They sold a total of 489 jars this year. They are going to buy care baskets with essential 
items that the Veterans need with all the proceeds. They will also be donating food to the 
Adirondack Vet House in Glens Falls. They plan on going to visit the Veterans sometime in 
January.  
 
One student Chase Caldwell said, “I  felt good because I am helping the Veterans, and they 
have helped us.”  
 
They are very thankful for everyone’s support throughout the community, especially those 
who have donated money, jars, and other products. 
________________________________________________________ 
 
On Saturday December 16th Francheska Steele and Elizabeth Gusek each participated in the 
American Legion Oratorical Contest  for Washington County. They competed against students 
from Granville, Whitehall, Greenwich, and Fort Edward. Each student had to give an original 
speech on the U.S. constitution that had to be between 8 -10 minutes long. Students had to 
memorize their speech and were not allowed any props or prompts while they gave their 
speech. The top 3 finishers were announced and Elizabeth finished in 3rd place!!! 
Congratulations!  

 
DO YOU KNOW THE HISTORY OF OUR HOLIDAYS?  

The history of Christmas trees: Just as people today decorate their homes during the 

festive season with pine, spruce, and fir trees, ancient people hung evergreen boughs over 

their doors and windows. In many countries it was believed that evergreens would keep away 



witches, ghosts, evil spirits, and illness! Today we decorate our trees as a fun and traditional 

event. 

The history of Santa Claus: The symbol of “Santa Claus” comes from St Nicholas. He 

was known for his extreme kindness and generosity – often going out at night and taking 

presents to the needy. This is where the idea of “Santa Claus” comes from, a guy who delivers 

presents to the kids on Christmas Eve!  

Did you know that turkey wasn't even served at the first Thanksgiving — and that the 

Pilgrims didn’t use forks because they weren’t invented yet?  

Winter Sports Have Begun!!!  
The girl’s Varsity team played their first home game of the season on November 28th against 
Ticonderoga. The cardinals were victorious with a score of 45-24. Senior Megan 
Wemett said,  “Ticonderoga is always a very strong team and put up a big fight. 
Many of us were surprised by the outcome of the game, but all 10 of us worked 
hard to earn the victory.” 
 
The boy’s Varsity team senior Addison Winch said, “it will be a tough season 
after losing 5 seniors last year, but we will grow as a team and we are working hard as a team to 
get better.” We have a young group of guys that are talented. 
 
The Varsity Wrestling team player Casey Bush said, “I learned from the mistakes I made 
last season and I’m prepared to push forward and work harder this year.” 
 

 
Entertainment / Pop  

● “Rose and Jack are back! ‘Titanic’ returns to theaters for their 20th anniversary” on 
December 1st.  

● People’s 2017 Sexiest man alive is...Blake Shelton! 
● According to insider.com, the most popular Christmas movie in New 

York is...It’s a Wonderful Life!  
● Toy Story premiered 22 years ago!  
● Jay-Z and Bruno Mars score top Grammy nominations!  
● Bruno Mars, Cardi B, and SZA won big at 2017 Soul Train awards! 
● Will Dunkin Donuts open?!?! 

 
 
 



 

ȕ  Senior Highlights/College Corner ȕ 
Christina Adam plans to attend University of Maine online next fall. She wants to get her 
Bachelor’s in English Literature. In the future, she hopes to become a publishing editor and 
hopefully someday an author. 
 
Raegan Thorpe plans to attend college in the fall of 2018. Her top 3 schools are Cortland, 
Castleton, and Sage. She plans to major in sports management and hopefully become a sports 
agent. 
 
Matthew Stevens plans to finish off the rest of his associates degree at SUNY Adirondack and 
will already have experience with freelancing in graphic design. After finishing his associates 
degree, he hopes to attend Saint Rose to get his bachelor’s degree, majoring in graphic design 
and music theory. 
 
Addison Winch plans to major in business next year. His top schools are SUNY Cortland and 
University of Buffalo. Addison doesn’t exactly know what specific job he wishes to pursue after 
college,  but he is excited to see where the future takes him.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
   
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Jake Beber for committing to Castleton State College!!! Jake is 
planning to study sports management and plans on joining the soccer team.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS to the following seniors who have received college acceptance letters: 
Hannah Farrell - College of St. Joseph, Sage, Castleton State College, Elmira, Hartwick, Le 
Moyne 
Lindsay Fuller - SUNY Potsdam, Siena, and Colby Sawyer 
Megan Wemett- SUNY Delhi, New England College 
Emily Ellis - St. Bonaventure, Utica College, SUNY Plattsburgh, Castleton State 
College, Elmira, SUNY Potsdam 
Addison Winch - Castleton State College 
Francheska Steele - Castleton State College, SUNY Potsdam, SUNY Plattsburgh 
Reagan Thorpe- Sage 
Amber Nelson - SUNY Potsdam 
 
 
 



 
What do some of our staff members enjoy about the holidays? 
Mrs. Ashton: Loves decorating for the holidays, and hanging out with all of the lights on. 
 
Ms. Baier: Loves Thanksgiving because she enjoys all of the food! 
 
Mrs. Bailey: Loves Christmas because for dinner she gets to eat 
Pierogies, which are her absolute favorite, and they remind her of her 
grandmother 
 
Mrs. Crosbie: Does not really enjoy Thanksgiving - it’s  too much work for a dinner 
that lasts 20 minutes! However, Christmas is her favorite.  As a kid in Germany, 
Christmas was amazing. She remembers a store, that was actually a bus, without the 
seats. Instead there were shelves filled with different christmas ornaments.  
 
Ms. Dibiase-Johnson: Loves the tradition of making sausage bread with her mom, 
and always having too much food leftover. 
 
Mrs. Gould: Every year on Christmas morning, her family goes outside, and finds a 
German thorn bush. Next, they decorate the bush with candy, and top off the 
branches with gum drops. Finally, they take the small tree inside and eat off the candy 
throughout the day. 
 
Mrs. Graham: Likes Christmas more, for it is prettier, and has great decorations. 
 
Mr. Hoskins: Always gives his children brand new pajamas  on Christmas Eve and 
reads The Night before Christmas together.  
 
 
Mrs. Johnson: Loves the atmosphere of Christmas, her favorite color is red so when it comes 
time to decorating she goes above and beyond! Her favorite flavor of creamer is Peppermint 
Mocha, she describes it as “Christmas in a cup.” 
 
Ms. Laurenzo: Her favorite thing about the holiday season is witnessing all of the 
acts of kindness that occur. So many people are donating toys, money, and clothes 
to good causes, which she wishes would happen all year long. 
 
Mr. Mondella: Likes Thanksgiving a lot better due to the extravagant food 
selections, as well as it not being as chaotic as Christmas.  
 
Ms. Morrison: Loves going to a family Christmas party and seeing the next generation grow 
every year. 
 
Mrs. Prevost: Loves all of the traditions of the Christmas holiday: baking, decorating, seasonal 
goodies, music, shopping. But, most important is all of the time spent with family and 
continuing with Christmas traditions that have been in her family for  years.  



Mrs. Wilson-Monroe: Loves how her whole family wears matching pajamas, and loves to drive 
around looking at christmas lights. 

 

 
 

Spirit Week/Pep Rally 
The entire school is participating  in Spirit Week this week! The first pep rally of the school 
year will take place on Friday, December 22nd. Stay tuned for pictures and updates - it is 
always an event the student body looks forward to, filled with laughter and class competitions. 
Staff members are known to participate in the activities!  
 

 
 

 
 



 


